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ANNCR: 

THIS WEFEK'S SIGNING BY PRFSIDENT CARTER OF AN EMBARGO 
PARTIALLY SUSPENDING U.S. TRADF WITH UGANDA HAS EVOKED A 
SHARP RFACTION FROM THAT COUNTRY'S PRESIDENT, IDI AMIN. 

MR. AMIN THREATENED TO TAKF ~--— WHAT HF CALLED -- "A VERY 
DRASTIC AND SFRIOUS DECISION" ON AMERICANS IN UGANDA "VFRY 
SOON." AND UGANDA'S GOVFRNMENT-OPERATED KAMPALA RADIO 
STATION ACCUSED THE UNITFD STATES OF PURSUING A "MALICIOUS 
PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN" AGAINST THE IDI AMIN REGIMF, THF 
BROADCAST ALSO FRRONEOUSLY INTERPRETED PRESIDENT CARTFR'S 
ACTION AS SUSPENSION OF "ALL U.S. TRADF LINKS WITH UGANDA," 
VOA'S JULIAN GORSKI HAS THIS BACKGROUND RFPORT ON THF TRADE 
EMBARGO AND THE EVENTS THAT LFD UP TO IT: 
VOICE: 

THE TRADE EMBARGO WAS PASSFD BY THE U.S. SFNATE AND 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AFTER EXTENSIVE HEARINGS INTO 
ALLEGED MASS HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN UGANDA. THF 
CONGRESSIONAL MEASURE MAKES IT ILLEGAL FOR AMERICANS TO 
IMPORT GOODS FROM UGANDA, IT WOULD ALSO HALT MOST U.S. 
EXPORTS TO THAT COUNTRY WITH THF IMPORTANT EXCEPTION OF 
FOOD. THIS EXCEPTION WAS MADF SO AS NOT TO PFNALIZE THF 
UGANDAN PEOPLE FOR WHAT IS SEFN HERE AS MISDEFENS OF THEIR 
GOVERNMENT. THF REASONING ON THAT POINT WAS THAT THF .UGANDAN 
PFOPLE DO NOT BENFFIT FROM OTHFR AMFRICAN EXPORTS, WHICH MERELY 
SERVE TO SUSTAIN THE IDI AMIN RFGIME IN POWFR, 

THE UNITED STATES ACTION CAMF IN THF WAKF OF AN 
INTERNATIONAL OUTCRY AGAINST HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN 


UGANDA. FOR EXAMPLE, THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF 
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JURISTS IN GENEVA HAS LABFLLED IDI AMIN'S RULF "A REIGN 

OF TERROR WORSE THAN ANYTHING IN RECENT AFRICAN HISTORY." 
COPT) NIALL MCDERMOTT, THF HEAD OF THE COMMISSION, WHICH 
MONITORS ADHERENCE TO THF PRINCIPLFS OF CIVIL RIGHTS AROUND 
THE WORLD, SAYS THE KILLING OF PRESIDENT AMIN'S OPPONFNTS 
BFGAN IN 1971 AND CONTINUES TO THIS DAY. CEND OPT) 

WHILE THFRE HAS BFEN A GENERAL RELUCTANCE IN AFRICA 
TO CRITICIZF THE UGANDAN LEADFR, THERF HAVF BFFN EXCEPTIONS. 
TANZANIA'S PRESIDENT JULIUS NYFRERF, ONF OF AFRICA'S ELDER 
STATESMEN, HAS CALLED AMIN A RACIST -= A CHARGF ALSO LEVELLED 
BY PRESIDENT KENNETH KAUNDA OF ZAMBIA. MR. KAUNDA COMPARFD 
IDI AMIN AND RHODESIAN PRIME MINISTER IAN SMITH, CALLING THEM 
BOTH TYRANTS. MR. KAUNDA ACCUSFD BOTH MEN OF KILLING BLACKS. 
AND HENRY KYEMBA, A FORMER HIGH OFFICIAL IN THE AMIN GOVERNMENT 
NOW LIVING IN EXILE, CHARGED THAT THE UGANDAN LEADFR HAS 
COMMITTED GENOCIDE AGAINST HIS OWN PEOPLF. 

NEARLY TWO YFARS AGO, WITHOUT SUCCFSS, THF UNITFD STATES 
JOINED GREAT BRITAIN IN CALLING FOR AN INTERNATIONAL 
INVESTIGATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS CONDITIONS IN UGANDA. ALSO, 

A NUMBER OF PROMINENT AMFRICAN BLACKS -- INCLUDING ANDREW 
YOUNG, THF U.S. AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITFD NATIONS -- HAVE 
DEPLORED IDI AMIN'S POLICIES. 

IT WAS AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND THAT THE U.S. TRADE 
EMBARGO ON UGANDA WAS PASSED BY CONGRESS AND SIGNED BY 
PRESIDENT CARTER. THE MAIN TARGET OF THE EMBARGO IS UGANDAN 
COFFEE -- THE UGANDAN ADMINISTRATION'S PRIME EARNER OF HARD 
CURRENCY. EVEN BFEFORF THE EMBARGO LFGISLATION WAS INTRODUCED 
IN THE U.S. CONGRESS, SOME OF THE MAJOR U.S. COFFFE COMPANIES 
STOPPED BUYING UGANDAN COFFFE IN RESPONSE TO RISING PUBLIC 


CONCERN OVER IDI AMIN'S DOMESTIC POLICIES. 
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SENATOR LOWELL WFICKFER, ONF OF THF EMBARGO'S SPONSORS, 
SUMMED UP CONGRESSIONAL FEELINGS ON THF MATTER BY SAYING 
THE U.S. ACTION WILL SFRVE AS A SIGNAL TO THF WORLD THAT 
AMERICANS WILL NOT BE A PARTY TO WHAT HF TFERMFD GFNOCIDF. 


WJL/PY 


